
 
Crop update as of 17 April 2013 

 
 
AMITOM countries  
 
Italy 
On 15 April, producer organizations and the processors represented by AIIPA managed to 
reach an agreement for the price of tomatoes in northern Italy for the 2013 season at a base 
price of 86 €/ton, a 2 euros increase on 2012 price of 84 euros. The quality adjustment table 
has been amended from last year with higher price index for the same quality parameters which 
means another 2.5 €/t increase in price, based on the historical production (the table will be 
posted on the WPTC website in the next few days). In addition according to the new national 
regulation, tomatoes must be fully paid at 30 days after delivery (this shorter term of payment 
has a financial impact of about 0.5 €/ton compared to last year term of payment). Totally the 
increase in the real cost for processor will be about 5 €/t (6% more than 2012).  
Although the weather has improved in recent days, fields are too wet to plant and another rainy 
period is expected for the end of the week. At this stage the early cultivation are not yet planted 
and a delay of three week in the planting scheme is a matter of fact compared to a normal 
season. A snowy winter and very rainy spring did not allow proper preparation of the soil (the 
same for all the late winter and spring cultivation as sugar beet, vegetables, corn). Therefore the 
tomato will be grown in conditions where the soil is not properly prepared and very 
compacted and this probably will not help to obtain exceptional yields. Until planting has been 
done it is difficult to give a precise indication of total surfaces but it is expected that the crop will 
be 10 to 15% lower than in 2012. 
 
In the south, planting started with 10 days of delay, there is no change in quantity and surface. 
The price is still not fixed but will probably increase compared to last year.  
 
Portugal 
Portugal has faced unusually heavy and continuous rain throughout the month of March and 
into April until the 11th. Fortunately this has now been followed by a warm dry period and the 
latest forecast shows this continuing for at least the next 15 days. The rain has delayed land 
preparation and planting will only start seriously after the 22nd of April, a full 3 (4) weeks behind 
our normal schedule. 
Inevitably this will have significant impact on the start of harvest, which we would now expect to 
be during the week of the 12th of August, which compares with the usual start during the last 
week of July. 
Inevitably much will depend upon the months of June and July and how "hot" they may be, but it 
is equally inevitable that the harvest will be prolonged well into October if we are fortunate and it 
remains dry at that time. 
 
Spain 
For the last 10 days the weather has been sunny and we have had no rains. By the 15th of April 
the first growers started to plant in the more sandy fields. We believe that this transplanting will 
continue at a slow pace until at least the 20th of April when transplanting will accelerate to a 
more normal pace. This means at least 15 days of delay compared to a normal serason. Due to 
all these rains and delays the usual labors won’t be done in the most proper way and fields will 
not be disinfected. This will very likely affect the final yields. Some growers have already 
informed the factories that they won’t plant the late tomato because it would be too risky. We 
still don’t have a solid figure on contracted surface, as growers are still deciding whether they 
will plant or not the late tomato, but we estimate that the reduction of surface due to the rains 
could be around 10-12%. The level of incertitude is still very high and things could change 



substantially but we think that is reasonable now to reduce our current estimate to 1.7 million 
tonnes. 
 
Greece 
There are no problems: weather conditions are good despite some rains and planting is well 
advanced with no delays.  
 
France 
Erratum: In the last report (dated 29/03/2013), price for France were stated to be expected to be 
around 80 €/t delivered: it should have read 80 €/t field-gate.  
Negotiations have not yet been concluded but prices should stay at that level. Planting started 
this week with about 10 days delay. The forecast remains at around 180 000 tonnes. 
 
OTHER WPTC COUNTRIES 
 
California 
According to the bulletin dated April 3, the CTGA Board has accepted a USD 70.50 per short 
ton (59.74 €/metric tonne) price with the following processors: Campbell’s Soup Company, 
ConAgra Foods Inc., Del Monte Foods, Ingomar Packing Company, Los Gatos Tomato 
Products, The Morning Star Packing Company, Olam, San Benito/Tomatek, Stanislaus Food 
Products. 
 
The agreement includes the following Late Season Premiums (on a delivered ton basis): 
- September 15 - 21 at USD 3.00 per ton. (62.28 €/MT) 
- September 22 - 28 at USD 6.00 per ton. (64.82 €/MT) 
- September 29 - October 5 at USD 9.00 per ton. (67.37 €/MT) 
- October 6 –12 at USD 12.00 per ton. (69.91 €/MT) 
- October 13 through end of harvest at USD 15.00 per ton. (72.45 €/MT) 
Solids programs are to be revenue neutral and remaining terms are the same as last year. 
This represents a USD 1.10 increase of the base price from last year’s USD 69.40 per ton (59.1 
€/MT). The total industry value of the Late Season Premiums based on a five year average of 
deliveries is USD 2.07 per ton. 
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